The Research Centre on IT and Law (CRID) of the University of Namur is seeking a SENIOR RESEARCHER for a part-time (50%) 12 months research position for the EC funded research project MIAUCE (Multimodal Interactions Analysis and Explorations of Users Within a Controlled Environment).

The MIAUCE project. 

The MIAUCE research consortium gathers European industrial, techno-scientific and human sciences research teams (CRID and CITA of the University of Namur, Belgium) focused on the development of technologies of multimodal observation of persons for security, marketing or entertainment purposes. 

Inscribed in the prospective innovation field of “ambient intelligence”, the technological innovations envisioned in the MIAUCE project rely on a variety of networked sensors and ICT terminals embedded in daily environments and allowing the “autonomic” adjustment and adaptation of that environment, the automatic triggering of alerts and safety or security measures, or an individualized and customized provision of services and goods, automatically adapted to fit the user’s profile, his gestures and attitudes, his emotions (as detected through emotion detection algorithms embedded in ‘intelligent’ observation systems).

These innovations raise a series of ethical, legal and sociological issues, which must be addressed from the early stage of technological design, and not merely after the technology has been developed up to the industrial dissemination stage. Indeed, the specificities of these technologies, and their potential societal impacts would jeopardize the efficiency of merely post hoc societal regulation. In this “value sensitive design” perspective, the interdisciplinary CRID-CITA research group has been involved for the last two years in the highly interdisciplinary  MIAUCE project as to attune the technological design and the application scenarii construction to the relevant ethical, legal and societal considerations involved. 

In this sense, the MIAUCE project constitutes a timely and original endeavour towards the development of a relevant methodology to develop fruitful interactions between human scientists, technological scientists, and the industrial sector. This endeavour, explicitly mandated by the European Commission, is particularly important on the threshold of a converging technology era. The CRID-CITA team’s efforts in the MIAUCE project therefore also provide a fruitful contribution to the current debates on the theorization and implementation of new modes of technological governance in Europe. 

For the third year of the project, the CRID is seeking a senior researcher, interested by the challenging interdisciplinary issues involved. 
Job requirements:
· A doctoral degree in Law, or equivalent research experience in IT law, with high interest in interdisciplinary issues (technical, sociological, legal, philosophical, ethical…)

· Familiarity with IT law (especially privacy and data protection issues, and other relevant fundamental rights issues)  
· Excellent working abilities in English (as demonstrated by publications and job experience in English)

· Experience in interdisciplinary and international work

· Demonstrated abilities for autonomous work (good sense of initiative) 

· Demonstrated abilities and interest for team work. 
· Interest in University career

· Availability from November 2008
More information
Florence de Villenfagne, Head of the « Liberties in the Information Society » Unit
Mobile : +32 478 249 203 (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday : from 10.00 to 16.00)

Mail : florence.devillenfagne@fundp.ac.be
Please send your detailed CV and a motivation letter by mail, e-mail or fax before OCTOBER 8, 2008 to Laurence Lecocq, CRID – FUNDP, Rempart de la Vierge, 5, 5000 Namur (fax : 081/72.52.02, mail : laurence.lecocq@fundp.ac.be)

